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MEDIA INFORMATION 

 

RECENT HISTORY  

 

Archaeological work in Cleland Hills, north of Uluru, in 1987 suggests that Aboriginal people 

were living in this region at least 22,000 years ago, while work in the MacDonnell Ranges in 

1994 suggests habitation in Central Australia dates back 30,000 years. 

DISCOVERY OF ULURU (AYERS ROCK)  

In 1873, Englishman William Christie Gosse became the first European to climb Uluru (Ayers 

Rock), after a three month trek from Alice Springs with a camel train, Afghan cameleers and 

eight months of provisions. Gosse named the Rock after Sir Henry Ayers, then Chief Secretary 

who later became Premier of South Australia. It might well have taken another name had 

explorer Ernest Giles managed to reach and climb the Rock when he sighted it a year earlier. 

Giles did manage, however, to sight Kata Tjuta (The Olgas) in 1872, and named them after 

Queen Olga of Wurttemberg. He was then forced to turn back to Alice after being blocked by 

the treacherous salty marshes of Lake Amadeus, 50 kilometres to the north of Uluru. 

THE FIRST FLIGHT TO AYERS ROCK  

In 1930, the first aeroplane landed at Uluru, piloted by journalist Errol Coote. He was a member 

of Harold Lasseter’s original support party when Lasseter made his unsuccessful attempt to 

locate a reef of gold in the south-west corner of the Northern Territory.  

THE FIRST TRACK TO AYERS ROCK  

The 1930s also marked the carving of the first rough track from Erldunda (193 kilometres south 

west of Alice Springs) to Uluru by pastoralist Sid Stanes of Erldunda Station. The track 

traversed sand dune country and, after heavy rains, was badly rutted, boggy and often 

impassable. It was not until the early 1940s that the first graded road linked the Alice and 

Uluru.  

 

 


